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“My experiences in the music program 
at Wooster High School were the foun-
dation to my musical career,” says Ball. 
“The literature, performance level, re-
hearsal techniques and expectations 
were all of such high caliber that I felt 
very well prepared for my university 
training.” He singles out teachers such 
as Pat Grutzmacher, James Nunley, Jim 
Byo, and especially Robert Bayless as 
having a strong influence on him.

Greg attended and received his Bach-
elors Degree at Youngstown State Uni-
versity. While there he played with the 
wind ensemble, jazz orchestra and quar-
tet and also served in the orchestra pit for many musical productions. 

He then went to North Texas State University to receive his Masters Degree in Wood-
wind Performance. His first year with the top wind ensemble he played oboe, his sec-
ond year saxophone, and his third year bass clarinet. He served as a Graduate Assis-
tant and taught private saxophone and woodwind methods. Ball performed with the 
orchestra at the Texas Music Education Association conferences under the baton of 
guest conductors William Revelli, Frederick Fennell and Mark Hinsley. 

After graduation his first teaching position was for two years teaching music at Howard 
Payne University in Texas. This was a brief period prior to his current teaching position 
at Tarleton State University in Stephenville, Texas where he has been the last fifteen 
years serving as the Assistant Professor of Woodwinds and Jazz.

His student jazz band is renowned in the area and has been asked to perform in Lon-
don and Ireland. In 2001 the band was selected to perform at the prestigious Montreux 
Jazz Festival in Switzerland.

He toured with the Glenn Miller Orchestra as well as the Maynard Ferguson Band 
which included a tour in Japan. Greg has also played with Billy Jo Royal, Rich Little, 
Carol Channing, The Dallas Jazz Orchestra, The Collection Jazz Orchestra and re-
corded a Christmas album with the Texas Saxophone Quartet. He has also been the 
featured guest artist twice with the College of Wooster Jazz Band.

“The arts are where humans can express their deepest 
human emotions. The arts are not needed to live, but I 

can’t imagine a life without them.”

Edith Frey
Music Educator

Edith Frey was a music teacher and 
choir director in the Wooster City 
Schools from 1963 to 1987. She was 
the musical director of the senior musi-
cals. She organized the Christmas Sing 
every year, was a soloist at concerts of 
major classical works, and organized 
group choir festivals as well as State 
Contest. 

Greg Patterson recalls, “She was the 
ultimate fine arts educator. She was tal-
ented, set her standards very high, and 
we aspired to please her. We performed 
high quality because she expected it 
from us. There were no discipline prob-
lems — we wouldn’t dare. One icy stare was enough. But more importantly, we didn’t 
want to disappoint her. She was firm, but gentle and generous. Mrs. Frey encouraged 
anyone no matter the talent level to keep singing, and there was no one who was not 
encouraged by her. She lead by example. Her soprano voice was superb, and could 
have had a singing career of her own. Instead she chose to teach young people. She 
was the best, and we were lucky to have her.” 

Frey attended Mount Union College and received a Master of Science degree from 
Kansas State Teachers College in 1963. “Music was my gift and calling, says Frey. “I 
was a Salvation Army kid of seven and sacred music was always a focus of family life 
and service to others.”

She served as the Choir Director for the Wooster First Presbyterian Church. She was 
a soprano soloist and church soloist for many years.

In July of 1987, she was honored with a 23 and half Years of Service Award, presented 
by Wooster City Board of Education. She looks back fondly on her time at Wooster 
High School. She remembers, “I enjoyed the picturesque campus setting, which we 
now know as Cornerstone Elementarty. But most of all, the daily enthusiasm of the 
students.”

“I am pleased to be recognized for many years of dedicated service by the WHS com-
munity,” says Frey.

“Promoting the fine arts brings people together, is 
a means of completing and uplifting others, and can 

bring an inner quiet peace and contentment.”


